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HAVEN HIGH ACADEMY 
CURRICULUM STATEMENT 

2017-2018 
INTRODUCTION  

 

he Curriculum Statement below reflects the academy aims, takes account of and meets the requirements of the 

National Curriculum and Government legislation. 

 

 

ENTITLEMENT 

tudents at Haven High Academy are entitled to a broad, balanced, differentiated and relevant curriculum 

which promotes their intellectual, physical, personal, social and emotional development. 

 

The curriculum will be supported by a system of pastoral care and makes extensive use of Information & 

Communication Technology (ICT). 

 

A broad curriculum introduces students to a wide range of knowledge, understanding and skills. 

 

A balanced curriculum allows each part to be allotted sufficient time to make its special contribution, but not so 

much that it squeezes out other essential parts. 

 

A differentiated curriculum matches what is taught and how it is taught to students’ abilities and aptitudes.  Haven 

High also offers its students a range of specialist learning days that are designed to develop essential skills to 

supplement their mainstream curriculum. 

 

A relevant curriculum ensures that subjects are taught so as to bring out their applications to students’ own 

experience and to adult life, and to give due emphasis to practical aspects. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

n Years 7 and 8 all students are taught Social Studies (to include Religious Education (RE), Citizenship, Careers 

Education, Information and Guidance (CEIAG) and Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 

(PSHEE)), Drama and the National Curriculum subjects; Art, English, Geography, History, Information 

Communications Technology (ICT), Maths, Modern Foreign Languages – French or Spanish, Music, Physical 

Education (PE), Science and Technology. 

 

Year 7 and 8 students have access to a suitable programme of Literacy and Numeracy Skills.  

 

The Academy’s policy on Sex Education is delivered through Social Studies (PSHEE and RE) and Science.  

Parents/carers are offered the opportunity to discuss any concerns about the sex education programme, and if, 

following the discussion, students are subsequently withdrawn from any lessons, and they will be set work on an 

individual basis relating to the subject from which they have been withdrawn. 

 

In Years 9, 10 and 11, all students follow a core of subjects comprising: English, Maths, Social Studies (RE and 

Citizenship) PE and Combined Science. All students have access to the Options system which provides the 

following range of subjects:  Art, Child Development, Computer Science, Geography, Food and Nutrition, History, 

Modern Foreign Languages, Music, Product Design and Triple Science.  In addition a range of vocational subjects 

are offered at the Haven High, including Cambridge Nationals ICT, BTEC Sport, BTEC Performing Arts, BTEC 

Health and Social Care, BTEC Media, BTEC Music, BTEC Workskills, Prince’s Trust PDE, City and Guilds 

Construction, ABC Motor Vehicles, City and Guilds Salon Services and BTEC Uniformed Public Services. 

 

At Key Stage 4 Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education is delivered through the Social Studies programme 
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and incorporates Careers Education and Guidance. In Years 9, 10 and 11 RE, PSHEE, Citizenship, Work-related 

Learning and Enterprise Education are supported also by external visitors, suspended lessons/days and trips each 

year.  

 

At Key Stage 5 students have access to a range of Level 3 BTEC Vocational courses and a range of traditional ‘A’ 

levels.  These include Applied Science, Business, Health and Social Care, ICT, Media, Performing Arts, Sport, 

Travel and Tourism and Uniformed Public Services at Level 3 BTEC and Art, English Literature, History, Maths, 

Music, Psychology and Sociology at ‘A’ Level.  All students have access to study skills support and will undertake 

work experience on a regular basis.   

 

REVIEW 

 

his policy will be reviewed annually. 

 

T 

YEARS 7 - 8 CURRICULUM 

Subject Number Subject Number 

of Periods  of Periods 

Mathematics 4 Geography 2 

English 4  History 2 

Science 3 Social Studies 1 

PE  2 Drama 1  

Technology 1 ICT 1 

Art 1 Music 1 

French/  2 

Spanish   

 

KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM  

t Haven High Academy we offer a wide choice of subjects in Key Stage 4 but ensure that students retain 

breadth, balance and relevance.  Students are prepared for examinations that match their interests and 

abilities.  The main forms of examination are GCSE. Other courses are assessed through portfolio and 

practical work. 

 

Year 8 students and their parents/carers are informed of the options available during Term 4 and, following full 

consultation with staff, will make their choices from the option subjects listed below.  The core subjects of English, 

English Literature, Mathematics and Combined Science lead to full GCSE qualifications   

 

The Academy takes the opportunity to disapply certain aspects of the curriculum for those students more suited to a 

Work Related Learning programme. This may take the form of a Work Placement or suitable course available in 

partnership with Boston College, First Steps or other appropriate provider.  Students opting for this route gain 

accreditation such as Key Skills and Skills for Working Life.    

 

Core Subjects No of Core Subjects No of  

Periods  Periods 

English 4 Mathematics 4 

Science 4 Social Studies 2 

PE  2  

 

 

 

 

Option Subjects No of Periods – 3 in Years 9, 10, and 11  

ABC Motor Vehicles 

Art 

BTEC Health and Social Care 
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BTEC Media 

BTEC Music 

BTEC Performing Arts 

BTEC Sport  

Cambridge Nationals ICT  

Childcare Development 

City and Guilds Construction 

City and Guilds Salon Services 

Computer Science  

EAL (ESOL) 

French  

Spanish  

Geography 

History 

Music 

Work skills  

The Technology subjects available are Food and Nutrition and Product Design  

Triple Science 

PDE 

BTEC Uniformed Public Services 

 
KEY STAGE 5 CURRICULUM  

t Haven High Academy there is a range of courses being followed.  Students selected from a range of 

subjects and courses that suit their abilities and interests.  The qualifications offered fall into three categories 

– A level, Level 3 BTEC or GCSE English, Maths and Science for those who have yet to achieve the C 

grade.  All qualifications are recognised by universities and employers.   

 

Students selected a Level 3 BTEC course in one of the following subjects – Applied Science, Business, Health and 

Social Care, ICT, Media, Performing Arts, Sport, Travel and Tourism and Uniformed Public Services.  These 

courses can offer the equivalent of a single or double ‘A’ level qualification and are more vocational in content, 

most requiring work experience.   In addition eight ‘A’ level subjects were offered for those students who wish to 

pursue the more academic route in addition to their BTEC.  These subjects are – Art, English Literature, History, 

Maths, Music, Photography, Psychology and Sociology.  We have introduced Core Maths which is equivalent to an 

AS level.  When choosing their options students were advised to very carefully consider what they aspire to post 18, 

whether it is the world of work or higher education. 

 

Vocational Subjects No of  ‘AS/A’ level Subjects No of  

 Periods     Periods 

Applied Science                    up to 10  Art   4 

Business  up to 10  Core Maths  2 

Health and Social Care up to 10  English Literature 4 

ICT  up to 10  History   4 

Media  up to 10  Maths   4 

Performing Arts  up to 10  Music   4 

Sport  up to 10  Photography  4 

Travel and tourism up to 10  Sociology  4 

Uniformed Public Services    up to 10   

      

ENGLISH 

 

nglish is at the heart of the whole curriculum at Haven High Academy.  It is a National Curriculum subject 

and also the medium by which all the other subjects are taught and learnt. 

 

 

Each term the course combines a balance of reading, writing and spoken language skills into an integrated and 

interesting whole.  This involves the study of a variety of forms of literature as well as language and gives ample 
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opportunity for the use of modern technology in realising personal abilities and appreciating those of others. 

Intervention programmes are used to support those students experiencing difficulties. 

 

In Key Stage 4 students study GCSE English Language and English Literature which involves studying a range of 

poetry and literature.  The CIE syllabus for English Language is varied and interesting.  Coursework consists of 

three pieces of work and counts for 40% of marks; a Speaking and listening examination is 20%.  A written 

examination is 40%.   The AQA Literature course consists of a comparative coursework essay, 40% and an 

examination 60%.  Students study a range of texts: novels, play and poetry and learn how to respond to an unseen 

text.  Some students may additionally take an international second language qualification in English. 

 

In Key Stage 5 students can opt to study ‘A’ Level English which involves four different units each with a different 

focus:  aspects of narrative, dramatic genres, the Gothic texts and critical analysis.  Coursework develops and 

assesses further and independent reading.  Students will develop critical thinking, research and evaluating skills.  

Assessment is based on two external examinations and coursework. 

 

Please note that there will be new Key Stage 4 and 5 courses for first examination in 2017. 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 

athematics is taught through a variety of approaches including work of a practical nature, investigative 

work in solving problems and incorporates the use of computers and interactive whiteboards where 

appropriate.   

 

The department aims to prepare students and equip them with the mathematical and problem solving skills necessary 

to meet the needs of adult life.  The faculty encourages those who have a feel for the subject to further their 

understanding and continue with their studies post 16.  Courses followed lead to assessment during Year 9 and 

GCSE assessment in Key Stage 4. In addition most students are also entered for GCSE Statistics. 

 

At Key Stage 5 students opted to study ‘A’ Level Mathematics which involves Core and Optional Units or Core 

Maths which is an AS equivalent and focusses on the practical application of maths.  The Core Units for ‘A’ level 

consist of algebra, graphs, trigonometry, vectors and calculus.  Optional Units may include Statistics and Decision 

Maths. Core Maths includes Financial Management, Statistics and Problem Solving.  Students will develop skills in 

logical thinking, analysis and problem solving.  Assessment is based on external examinations. 

 

The mathematics classrooms are well resourced, each with an interactive whiteboard and the use of the faculty 

laptops or handheld responders as required.  All students have access to the mymaths.co.uk website with their own 

personal login which provides resources for homework and revision.  

 

 

 

SCIENCE 

 

cience, encompassing the three areas of Biology, Physics and Chemistry, is taught as a combined subject 

throughout the school.  The Key Stage 3 course follows the QCA Scheme of Work. 

 

In Year 9 all students commence a Combined Science GCSE giving them 2 GCSEs.  They will study Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics.  A triple Science option is offered to students that have a particular interest and aptitude, this 

would give them a third GCSE in Science. 

 

At Key Stage 5 students opted to do a single or double award in Applied Science where students can specialise into 

the field of their choice.  Practical skills assessments will enable the development of skills, knowledge and 

understanding of how science works. Assessment will be through external examination and practical work. 

 

All the work is practical based where possible and students are encouraged to use electronic data logging devices 

and computers when appropriate. The Science rooms are all well resourced, each with an interactive whiteboard. 
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The students have access to departmental laptops. 

 

ART & DESIGN 
 

rt is a National Curriculum subject and as such is concerned with developing the ability to see, record and 

understand as well as acquiring skills in the use of materials and processes.   

 

Studying Art also involves developing awareness, appreciation and the ability to understand diverse artistic 

traditions.  Students use a considerable range of materials and processes, working as part of a group as well as 

individually.  Students are encouraged to make a personal response through the use of computer art/graphics, 

animation, photography, video, print making, drawing and painting, graphic design, ceramics and other three 

dimensional studies.   

 

The department offers GCSE Art & Design courses to students in Key Stage 4 and ‘A’ Level to students who chose 

to opt for the subject at Key Stage 5.  There is a wide range of vocational opportunities in visual arts and guidance is 

available to students interested in pursuing careers or further training in these areas.   

 

BUSINESS STUDIES 

 

usiness Studies is delivered as a Level 3 BTEC course at Key Stage 5. The main aim of the course is to teach 

students about how businesses of every size and structure operate.  The content is designed to help students 

learn about how run a business while drawing on everyday experiences.   

 

Assessment is through portfolio work and externally assessed assignments.   
 

 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

 

hild Development is delivered as a GCSE course at KS4. The main aim of the course is to provide students with 

the knowledge, skills and understanding required to form relevant and informed opinions about family 

planning, pregnancy, birth and the subsequent development of a child. 

 

Assessment is through coursework based on a child study and through examination.   
 

CONSTRUCTION 

 

onstruction is delivered as a Level 1 course at KS4.   It is a City and Guilds vocational course designed to 

encourage the skills needed for the world of work.  It offers a very ‘hands on’ experience allowing the learners 

to develop skills in joinery, bricklaying, painting and decorating, plumbing and tiling. 

 

Assessment is through practical assignments and classroom activities.  

 

DRAMA 

 

n Years 7and 8 all students have one lesson of Drama per week. In Key Stage 3 students use a variety of skills to 

creatively express their ideas. 

 

The department is based in a well-equipped Drama Studio and has access to the Academy Hall for major 

performances. 

 

A Level 2 BTEC Extended Certificate in Performing Arts  is offered at Key Stage 4 and is the equivalent to a GCSE 

at grades A*-C.  At Key Stage 5 students opted for a Level 3 BTEC in Performing Arts which can deliver up to 2 

‘A’ Level equivalent grades. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

 

eography is a subject which literally embraces the whole world.  The National Curriculum has emphasised 

the importance of Geography in the school curriculum.   

 

To meet the needs of this challenge a variety of teaching methods are used, including group work, individual 

assignments and enquiry-based learning, as well as formal teaching.   

 

A wide range of resources is used, including textbooks, atlases, videos and computer programmes.  Geography is 

taught to all students in Key Stage 3 and is a popular option in Key Stage 4.   

 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 

 

ealth and Social Care is delivered as a Level 2 BTEC Extended Certificate course at Key Stage 4. The 

objective of the course is for the student to develop an overview of the knowledge and skills required in the 

health and social care industries. 

  

Students will complete a number units over the course. Assessment will be based on an external test on a 

compulsory unit and then portfolio work from all units covered. 

 

At Key Stage 5 Haven High Academy delivers a Level 3 BTEC in Health and Social Care.  There are a number of 

compulsory and specialist units to be completed.  Assessment is based on portfolio assignments. 

 

HISTORY 

 

istory is one of the National Curriculum foundation subjects and is compulsory for all students in Key Stage 

3 and one of the option subjects in Key Stage 4. 

 

The department aims to stimulate an interest in the past, appreciate the relevance of the subject to the present and to 

provide each student with an opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding to the best of their abilities. 

  

The History classrooms are well equipped each with an interactive whiteboard. The subject offers a variety of 

teaching techniques including individual research tasks and group work with emphasis placed upon problem solving 

and the use of a wide range of historical resource material.  

 

INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 

 

nformation & Communication Technology (ICT) is an integral part of the National Curriculum and impacts on 

all curriculum areas. All students in Key Stage 3 have one discrete lesson of ICT per week in order for them to 

meet the bulk of the NC requirements, with departments contributing the remainder in specialist areas. In Key 

Stage 4 students can opt to take the Cambridge Nationals in ICT or Computer Science. This course offers the 

chance of a double award. At Key Stage 5 students opted for a Level 3 Cambridge Nationals in ICT in which they 

are able to achieve the equivalent of 1 ‘A’ Level. 

 

Haven High Academy has invested heavily in information technology, with Microsoft Office 2013 being the 

standard software package used by all students, supported by the latest Serif Web+X7 suite including web design, 

photo editing, desk top publishing and creative design. Each student has a personal network account, email facilities 

and industry standard filtered Internet access. 

 

MEDIA 

 

his is a vocational course.  Key Stage 4 students can opt to take BTEC Media at Level 2.  The students can 

gain the equivalent GCSE grades A*-C.  At Key Stage 5 students opted for a Level 3 BTEC worth up to 2 

‘A’ level equivalents.  These courses offer the students the opportunity to study a practical, work-related 

course and to investigate video and audio production techniques with assignments that are based on realistic 

workplace situations.  
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

 

he ability to communicate in a foreign language is important today. Haven High Academy is part of a global 

learning community and fully supports all language learning. 

 

The classrooms and lessons are technology rich and the department has built e-mail links with schools in Europe and 

beyond. ICT and the internet are used regularly and students have the opportunity to create and edit their own 

presentations using digital video. Students participate actively and a variety of approaches to learning and teaching 

are used to ensure that students find studying a language rewarding and enjoyable. 

 

At Key Stage 4 we offer the option to take GCSEs in French and Spanish.  For those students for whom Arabic, 

Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish and Turkish are their home language they are able to take GCSEs in those 

subjects too. 

 

MOTOR VEHICLES 

 

otor Vehicles is a Level 1 vocational course at KS4. It is a very practical course designed to prepare students 

who are interested in a career in the Motor Vehicle Industry.  Students will be assessed on the competence 

in practical tasks and on their underpinning knowledge. 

 

MUSIC 

usic is a National Curriculum foundation subject in Years 7 and 8 and an option subject in Years 9,10 and 

11.  Music is a practically based subject with an emphasis on performance, composing, listening and 

appraising. Students are taught in two specialist classrooms one of which contains the Music Technology 

Suite with computers running music software.  Music is offered in KS4 as GCSE Music or a BTEC in Music.  A 

Level Music is also taught in the sixth form.   

 

Students are given an opportunity to take instrumental lessons free of charge from visiting peripatetic staff (although 

a waiting list is in operation).  Extra curricular activities include the Pop Choir, Samba Band and Windband. The 

department is also involved in the December production of ‘High School Musical’ this year. 

 

There are numerous opportunities to perform throughout the year including the Arts Showcase, Awards Evening and 

community events. 

 

PDE  

 

DE an option choice in KS4 where students work towards the Princes Trust PDE (personal development and 

employability skills) Award.    Students will be able to gain a QCF qualification in Personal Development and 

Teamwork.   

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

hysical Education is part of the National Curriculum which gives guidelines as to the areas that must be 

covered.   

 

The PE curriculum offers a full range of activities both at team and individual levels.  In addition to PE in the 

curriculum, a wide range of extra curricular activities is available at lunchtimes and after school.  These may be in 

the form of practice/coaching sessions, matches or trips.  Regular fixtures are played in numerous sports at all ages 

against other schools in the district and beyond. 

 

Physical Education is a popular option in Key Stage 4 where Level 2 BTEC Sport and Level 1 BTEC Sport and 

Leisure are offered.  

 

At Key Stage 5 Haven High Academy offers a Level 3 BTEC in Sport.  This delivers a qualification worth the 

equivalent of up to 2 ‘A’ Levels. 
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SALON SERVICES 

 

alon Services is delivered as a City and Guilds course at KS4. Units taught include Customer Service, Health 

and Safety practice, Applying Basic Make-Up, Providing Basic Manicure and Shampooing and Conditioning. 

 

         Assessment is continuous and evidence is gathered and kept within a portfolio. Successful students will be able 

to use the qualification as the equivalent of 2 GCSE grades D-G in order to progress to further education or into 

NVQ Level 1 and 2. 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

ocial Studies includes the statutory subjects of Citizenship and RE together with the non-statutory subject of 

PSHEE. 

 

Citizenship education equips young people with the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an effective role in 

public life. Citizenship encourages them to take an interest in topical and controversial issues and to engage in 

discussion and debate. Students learn about their rights, responsibilities, duties and freedoms and about laws, justice 

and democracy. They learn to take part in decision-making and different forms of action. They learn to play an active 

role in the life of their schools, neighbourhoods, communities and wider society as active and global citizens.  

 

Religious Education is a compulsory subject for all students and is concerned with the most deeply held 

understandings and convictions which a person has and which are used, both consciously and unconsciously, to 

shape responses to experiences now, in the past and in the future.  It therefore makes an important contribution to the 

spiritual, moral, cultural and mental development of students whilst preparing them for the opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences of adult life. Though due emphasis is accorded to Christianity, most of the major 

world religions are studied, as are other religions, where they are appropriate.  An extensive range of teaching 

methods is used to develop skills, concepts, knowledge and understanding.  We offer a GCSE with a Catholic 

syllabus. Subject to agreement from governors, if any child is withdrawn from RE following parental requests then 

work will be set on an individual basis. 

  

PSHEE is an education for personal and economic well-being which helps young people embrace change, feel 

positive about who they are and enjoy healthy, safe, responsible and fulfilled lives. Through active learning 

opportunities students recognise and manage risk, take increasing responsibility for themselves, their choices and 

behaviours and make positive contributions to their families, schools and communities. Careers Education and 

Guidance, Sex and Relationships and Drugs Education and Guidance play significant parts in this subject.  

 

SOCIOLOGY 

 

ociology is taught at Key Stage 5 as an ‘A’ level qualification. 

 

 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

he Technology teaching suites consist of specialist rooms for Food and Nutrition and Product Design. 

 

The department has developed a course in KS3 which balances design activity with product manufacture 

across a range of National Curriculum technologies.  This prepares the students for their GCSE technology courses 

where students are given the opportunity to design and create products with an emphasis on modern industrial 

manufacturing processes.  Students learn a wide variety of production techniques, modelling, computer aided design 

and computer aided manufacture which must all be demonstrated in coursework assignments. 
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UNIFORMED PUBLIC SERVICES 

 

niformed Public Services is a Level 1 BTEC course that provides an opportunity to study a range of public 

services such as the Army, Navy, RAF, Police and Fire services.  This is a new course for 2017-2018 and 

the aim is to prepare students that may wish to pursue this type of career in the future.  Local FE colleges 

will offer level 2 and 3 courses in UPS so this is an excellent starting point.    

 

WORK SKILLS 

 

ork Skills is a tailored subject for option at KS4 where students will gain a Level 1 BTEC qualification in 

Edexcel Work Skills.  This is a flexible subject that focuses on the Behaviour, Attitude and 

Communication Skills so essential in the modern workplace. 

 

 

 

THE TIMETABLE FOR THE SCHOOL DAY 

(25 hours teaching time per week) 

 
8.45 - 9.00 Morning Registration 

9.00 – 10.00 Lesson One 

10.05- 11.05 Lesson Two 

 

11.05 – 11.30 Morning Break 

11.30 – 12.30 Lesson Three 

12.35 – 13.35 Lesson Four 

 

13.35 – 14.25 Lunch Break 

14.25 – 15.25 Lesson Five 

 

15.25 – 15.40 Talk time / Reward time 

15.25 – 15.40 Detention time 
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