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“Working in partnership to raise achievement for all”

Art
About the Course

The course is all about having an adventurous and enquiring approach to art and 
design and developing the skills to express it.

You will develop an understanding of past and contemporary art and design and be 
able to produce a personal response embracing a range of ideas.

Course Content

Express and record personal ideas by developing skills in using two and/or
Three dimensional materials

Investigate possibilities through observational, analysis and Experimentation

Understand the world of art, craft and design and relate it to your work
Present your work to its best advantage

Course Assessment

There are two aspects to your assessment which both involve presentation of your 
practical work:
Coursework
This will be worth 60% of your overall result. At the end of the course you will select 
one units of work, each consisting of preparatory studies, development work and 
a conclusion.
Examination
The examination will last for ten hours and consist of preparatory studies, 
development work and a conclusion. You will be given up to six weeks to produce 
developmental work and preparatory work inspired by one of the twelve starting 
points. In the �nal examination you will produce a �nal conclusion. The 
examination will be worth 40% of your overall result.
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Business
Studies

About the Course

Business is a BTEC Level 2 course, which includes three units of coursework and one 
unit of external assessment. This is equivalent to 1 GCSE.

Course Content

The course covers a wide range of business topics, providing a sound 
understanding of key aspects, through two mandatory units, one of which is 
coursework and the other externally assessed. A further two optional coursework 
units are needed to complete the Award quali�cation.

Course Assessment

Mandatory Units

Ÿ Unit 1 Enterprise in the Business World – coursework 25%
Ÿ Unit 2 Finance for Business – externally assessed 25%

Optional Units

Ÿ Unit 3 Promoting a Brand – coursework 25%
Ÿ Unit 4 Customer Service – coursework 25%



“Working in partnership to raise achievement for all”

Child
Development
About the Course

The Child Care and Development course covers all aspects of pre-conceptual care, 
pregnancy and the care and development of the child up to 5 years old.

Course Content

Students study 5 units:
Ÿ Parenthood
Ÿ Pregnancy
Ÿ Diet, health and care of the child
Ÿ Development of the child
Ÿ Support for parent and child

Course Assessment

The course is assessed as follows:

Unit 1 is a paper based examination and counts for 40% of the total marks

Unit 2 is a controlled assessment on a topic chosen by the student. This counts for 
20% of the total marks

Unit 3 is the study of the development of one child over a 4 month period. This 
counts for 40% of the total marks

Unit 2 is normally completed in year 10 and Unit 3 is normally completed in year 11. 
The examinable component is normally sat in the spring of year 11.
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Construction
About the Course

The Course leads to a level 1 City and Guilds Quali�cation in Basic Construction 
Skills. The course is designed to give young people a taste of the construction 
industry and to develop the basic skills needed to get on in the industry.

Course Content

Students study 8 units from a choice of over 50 units developing a range of skills 
from brickwork to plumbing, painting to joinery and lots of other skills in between.

Course Assessment

Assessment is teacher-based: You'll demonstrate your progress through practical 
assignments. There is also an optional multiple-choice online exam covering 
health, safety and working practices. It's a good idea to take this optional exam if 
you're thinking of progressing to another quali�cation. 
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Design
Technolgy
About the Course

The Design and Technology Department offers three subjects:
Food Technology               Graphic Products               Resistant Materials

Course Content
FOOD TECHNOLOGY
GCSE Design and Technology: Food Technology helps students develop their creativity, with making of food 
products a vital feature of their experience of taking this speci�cation. This two unit speci�cation requires 
students to develop their application of knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning, 
producing products and evaluating them.

GRAPHIC PRODUCTS
GCSE Design and Technology: Graphic Products enables students to design and make products with creativity 
and originality, using a range of graphic and modelling materials. Students will be enthused and challenged by 
the range of practical activities possible. They will be encouraged to learn to use, understand and apply colour 
and design through images, to develop spatial concepts, and to understand graphic materials and their 
manipulation. They will design and make product(s) using graphic media and new technologies to prepare them 
for the world of work.
 
RESISTANT MATERIALS
GCSE Design and Technology: Resistant Materials helps students develop the ability to design and make 
products with creativity and originality, using a range of materials and techniques. This speci�cation requires 
students to develop their knowledge of woods, metals, plastics and composite materials. Other materials may 
also be used and the use of new technologies is also encouraged.

Course Assessment

This course has 60 per cent controlled assessment in order to recognise the importance of practical work 
within this subject.
Unit 1 – Written Paper-2 hours 120 marks - 40%
Candidates answer all questions in two sections
Pre-release material issued for section 1.
Unit 2 – Design and Making Practice -Approximately 45 hours - 90 marks - 60%
Consists of a single design and make activity from a range of board set tasks.
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Drama
About the Course

Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award in Performing Arts is an exciting and fun course 
which allows students to develop their abilities as performers and gives skills and 
knowledge that would be needed in the Professional Theatre.

Course Content

There are 3 units:
The Individual Showcase unit is a core unit. The assessment for this unit is externally 
set and marked. The students will complete a letter of application and a presentation 
or audition in response to a selection of four pre-released progression units.

The Preparation, Performance and Production unit is a core unit. The assessment for 
this unit is done internally. You will involve yourself in all aspects of producing a piece 
of Drama for an audience.

The Acting Skills unit is our �nal unit. The assessment for this unit is also done 
internally. You will participate in actin workshops to develop your acting skills. This 
will culminate in you acting in a production for an audience.

The course includes written work. You will keep a portfolio of your written evidence!

Course Assessment

Work is graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction for each of the units at Level 2. The First 
Award in Performing Arts is equivalent to 1 GCSE at A*-C grade. For the really 
committed students more units are available and may lead to an additional 
equivalent GCSE. 

The course is VOCATIONAL and gives you skills and knowledge that you would need 
in the Professional Theatre.

PLEASE NOTE:
You will have to perform before an audience, you must be con�dent enough to 
perform in public! You will be expected to learn lines! You will be expected to work 
constructively with other students!
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English
About the Course

We follow the AQA Syllabus which gives students the opportunity to study a variety 
of �ction, non-�ction and poetry texts. They will also study Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’. Material selected is new and interesting and appeals to students.
Both English and English Literature courses have undergone recent change and are 
proving popular with students. Students enjoy the range and variety of novels, 
media texts, �lms and poetry involved in the study of GCSE English and English 
Literature

Course Content

The Syllabus requires students to complete coursework assessments under 
controlled conditions on a given date. These are: producing creative texts (creative 
writing based on a piece of �lm and a second piece based around a given prompt) 
and understanding creative texts (literary reading, which involves the study of a 
novel, poetry and Romeo and Juliet; the theme being ‘relationships’). 

Course Assessment

Coursework is an important element of the course and students are thoroughly 
prepared for their assessments in class time. It carries 40% of the overall mark. 
Speaking and listening carries 5% of this overall mark. 

There are two levels of entry: Foundation and Higher. Students’ entry levels are 
decided on completion of coursework. There is only one examination paper which 
has two sections – each carrying the same amount of marks. 

Students are tested on their reading and understanding of media and non-�ction 
texts and writing.

Students will be given an opportunity to sit their English examination in Year 10. If 
they successfully attain a grade C they can study for a further GCSE quali�cation in 
English Literature in Year 11 as well as improve their English grade if they wish..
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Geography
About the Course

The course we follow is written by AQA and is syllabus A, number 4030. It is made of 
three units, two are examined and the other is coursework.

Course Content

Unit 1 is about Physical Geography, we have chosen the following four topics: 
Restless Earth, Water on the land, The Coastal Zone and Challenge of Weather and 
Climate. It is worth 37.5% of the total mark and will be examined in the June of
 Year 11.

Unit 2 is about Human Geography, we have chosen the following four topics: 
Population Change, Changing Urban Environments, Tourism and Globalisation. It is 
worth 37.5% of the total mark and will be examined in the June of Year 11.

Unit 3 is the Local Fieldwork Investigation section, it is a controlled assessment task 
set by the exam board but related to our local area to allow for data collection and 
research. This assessment will be no more than 2000 words and will have the main 
part of the �nal write up done in a 6 hour unit under controlled conditions. It is 
worth 25% of the total mark.

Course Assessment

There are two exams: one for the Physical Geography unit and the other for the 
Human Geography unit. Both are an hour and a half long and will involve you 
answering 3 questions in each paper. 
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Health &
Social Care

About the Course

This is a practical, work-related course. You learn by completing projects and 
assignments that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and 
demands. It introduces you to the area of Health and Social Care and provides a 
good basis to go on to a more advanced work-related quali�cation

Course Content

Learners will complete two core units:
Ÿ Unit 1: Human Lifespan Development (Externally assessed)
Ÿ Unit 2: Health and Social Care Values (Internally assessed)

They will also complete two internally assessed units from the following selection:
Ÿ Unit 3: Effective Communication in Health and Social Care
Ÿ Unit 4: Social In�uences on Health and Wellbeing
Ÿ Unit 5: Promoting Health and Wellbeing
Ÿ Unit 6: The Impact of Nutrition on Health and Wellbeing
Ÿ Unit 7: Cultural Diversity in Health and Social Care
Ÿ Unit 8: Individual Rights in Health and Social Care

Course Assessment

All units are assessed and graded at Pass, Merit or Distinction, and an overall grade 
for the quali�cation is awarded.
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History
About the Course

The GCSE History course consists of one development study ‘Medicine through 
Time’ and one depth study ‘The American West 1840-1895’. These are worth 75% of 
the �nal grade. There is one further unit that involves a Modern World Study on the 
War on Terror and this is worth 25% of the �nal grade. 

Course Content

As well as being exciting and interesting, this course will help develop skills which 
will be useful in a range of jobs or in the further study of History.
How to interpret and evaluate pieces of information (sources
How to communicate and apply knowledge
How to describe and analyse the key features of the period studied
Critical thinking and problem solving

Course Assessment

The examination papers, unlike some other subjects, cover the full range of grades 
from A*-G. There are three aspects to the assessment:

Examination Paper 1 (2 hours)
This paper is divided into two sections
Section A: one compulsory question about ‘Medicine through Time’, plus on essay 
question from a choice of three.
Section B: one compulsory question about ‘The American West’, plus one essay 
question from a choice of two.
Examination Paper 2 (1 hour 30 minutes)
This paper has 5-7 compulsory questions set on a range of sources and is a detailed 
investigation of an historical issue taken from ‘Medicine through Time’.
Controlled Assessment
You will write one assignment of about 2000 words based on a task set by the OCR 
Examinations Board on our Modern World Study – the War on Terror. This is worth 
25% of your �nal grade
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ICT/Computing
About the Course

I.C.T is a GCSE equivalent OCR Level 2 Nationals which iincludes two pieces of 
co u r s e wo r k ,  o n e  p i e ce  o f  co n t ro l l e d  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  o n e  e x a m .

Most students will achieve the minimum of one equivalent GCSEs grade, whilst 
some may choose to devote additional time and self supported study to achieve 
further quali�cations.

Course Content

You will �nd the OCR Nationals course interesting and useful with two mandatory 
units (ICT skills for Business and Databases,) a piece of controlled assessment and 
an exam. Further units are available for students to complete and gain multiple 
GCSE equivalents depending on time committed.

The mandatory unit builds on the skills you have learnt at key stage three, including 
principles of ICT use, research, multimedia design, spreadsheet creation, desktop 
publishing and database design. Optional units include web design, animation 
and multimedia.

Course Assessment

Ÿ Unit 1: (ICT Skills): Exam 25%
Ÿ Unit 2: Controlled assessment 25%
Ÿ Unit 4: (Databases): Coursework 25%
Ÿ Unit 6: (Digital Multimedia): Coursework 25%
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Languages
About the Course

Being able to communicate in a foreign language is a skill many employers look for 
today. This course aims to ensure students develop the con�dence to communicate 
effectively in a foreign language. We also learn about culture and use technology 
and the internet to work with other students abroad. We also work with local 
primary schools and the course involves a trip in Year 11. 

Course Content

Topics covered include:
Ÿ Business, Work and Enterprise
Ÿ Customer Service
Ÿ Healthy Lifestyle
Ÿ Media and Culture
Ÿ Sport and Leisure
Ÿ Surviving as a tourist
Ÿ Skills are developed in reading, writing, speaking and listening in the

 chosen language

Course Assessment

The course has 4 units to be completed:
Ÿ Unit 1 Listening, 20% 

(30 minute exam paper)
Ÿ Unit 2 Speaking, 30% 

(2x4-6 minute speaking tasks) 
Ÿ Unit 3 Reading, 20% 

(40 minute exam paper) 
Ÿ Unit 4 Writing, 30% 

(2 pieces of writing, each of approx 200 words) 
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Maths
About the Course

All students will study Mathematics for 4 lessons a week as a core subject. The 
functional elements of mathematics and problem solving are integrated 
throughout the course.

Course Content

All students study the following areas: 
Ÿ Number 
Ÿ Algebra 
Ÿ Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change 
Ÿ Geometry and Measures 
Ÿ  Statistics and Probability 

Students need to develop mental arithmetic strategies as well as learn to use a 
calculator competently. Students will undertake case studies, which allow them to 
apply GCSE knowledge in a variety of engaging contexts. 

Students are expected to have the use of a calculator and mathematical 
instruments to help them to do their homework. (These can be purchased from the 
Mathematics Department).

Course Assessment

Students will sit 3 exams 
Ÿ Paper 1 (non–calculator) – 33.3% weighting 
Ÿ Paper 2 (calculator) – 33.3% weighting. 
Ÿ Paper 3 (calculator) – 33.3% weighting. 
Ÿ Students are entered for the examination at a level appropriate for their ability 

Foundation (grades 1-5) or Higher (grades 4-9). 
Ÿ Students will also be given the opportunity to enter for GCSE Statistics (AQA).
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Media
About the Course

The BTEC First in Creative Media Production has been developed in the creative 
media sector to provide education and training for those who work or who are 
intending to work in the creative media sector to achieve a nationally recognised 
Level 2, equivalent to two GCSEs at C or above

Course Content

The mandatory units provide learners with the opportunity to:

Ÿ develop the fundamental research skills which underlie all media production 
Ÿ gain a basic understanding of employment opportunities, job requirements, 

and working practices in the media sector
Ÿ develop an understanding of how media products are constructed for speci�c 

audiences 



“Working in partnership to raise achievement for all”

Motor Vehicles
About the Course

This course is designed for a student who is very interested or would like a career in 
the Motor Vehicle Industry. All students will be required to have respect and have a 
responsible approach towards Health and Safety. Student will also need to work 
safely within a team environment. The Course involves practical tasks, in which the 
student will be assessed on their competence, and also theory tests, where 
underpinning knowledge is tested. Lessons will be alternated by one practical, to 
one theory. 

Course Content

All students will gain con�dence using equipment within the workshop and 
eventually be able to complete  required practical activities with little assistance. 
The course is split up into units, each unit required to complete the full quali�cation. 
These are – 

Course Assessment

The Course involves practical tasks, in which the student will be assessed on their 
competence, and also theory tests, where underpinning knowledge is tested.
This is a level 1 quali�cation, which is worth the equivalent of 3 GCSE’s at grade D. 
After completion of this quali�cation you can progress to a Level 2 in Motor Vehicle 
Studies with the additional required GCSE Grades., development work and a 
conclusion. You will be given up to six weeks to produce developmental work and 
preparatory work inspired by one of the twelve starting points. In the �nal 
examination you will produce a �nal conclusion. The examination will be worth 
40% of your overall result.

Ÿ Health and Safety 
Ÿ Steering and Suspension
Ÿ Braking Systems
Ÿ Wheels and Tyres
Ÿ Exhaust Systems
Ÿ Battery and Lighting Systems

Ÿ Vehicle Inspection
Ÿ Customer Care
Ÿ And extra optional Units 
Ÿ Motorcycle Maintenance
Ÿ Vehicle Valeting
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Music
About the Course

BTEC Music is about the process of becoming an established musician. All the units 
you study have a vocational aspect, and are linked to real-life situations in the 
musical world. BTEC Music is the equivalent of two GCSE passes at grades A*-C. You 
can achieve Pass, Merit or Distinction.

Course Content

All students will take two mandatory units: 
Ÿ Working in the Music Industry. 
Ÿ Professional Development in the Music Industry.
Ÿ You will then study two more units from the following areas:
Ÿ Planning and Creating a Music Product. 
Ÿ Solo Musical Performance. 
Ÿ Exploring Musical Composition. 
Ÿ Working as a Musical Ensemble. 
Ÿ Investigating an Area of Music. 
Ÿ Exploring Computer Systems Used By Musicians. 
Ÿ Producing a Musical Recording. 
Ÿ Developing as a Musical Performer. 
Ÿ Rehearsal Techniques for Musicians. 
Ÿ The Development of Music.
Your teacher will direct you to which of these is most suitable for you. It might not be 
that you can choose exactly which units you want.

Course Assessment

There are no exams for BTEC Music. Assessments are carried out throughout Years 9, 
10 & 11 so regular attendance is vital.
There will be several assignments that you have to complete during the course for 
each of the units you choose. Each unit has certain criteria that you have to ful�ll in 
order to pass. These are made clear when you are given the assignment.
The assignments for BTEC Music are mainly practically-based, and you are given 
several opportunities to improve your mark on each unit throughout all years of the 
course. However, all your accomplishments must be evidenced so do expect to do a 
substantial amount of written work
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Salon
About the Course

You will be taught both the practical and theory required to enable you to assist a 
quali�ed therapist in a salon. Practical skills will be taught within a salon situation. 
The theory behind all skills will be covered.

Course Content

The course is broken down into 12 units which cover :-
Ÿ Introduction to the Hair & Beauty sector
Ÿ Presenting a professional image in a salon
Ÿ Shampooing & Conditioning
Ÿ Creating an image using colour
Ÿ Skin Care
Ÿ Health and Safety Practice
Ÿ Salon Reception duties
Ÿ Applying Basic Make-up
Ÿ Providing Basic Manicure
Ÿ Themed face painting
Ÿ Nail art application
Ÿ Photographic make-up

Course Assessment

Assessment is carried out continuously throughout the course by means of 
practical assessment, oral and written questioning, research and assignment work. 
Evidence for assessment is gathered and kept within a portfolio.
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Science
About the Course

GCSE Core, Additional and Further Additional Science. 
Exam Board - AQA

Students are assessed by their teacher on their practical skills through Internal 
Science Assessments (ISA). The ISA activities are set by the exam board and marked 
by subject specialist science teachers. This counts as 25% towards each �nal GCSE 
Science award. 

Course  Content

Core Science GCSE
Students will sit in total 3 written papers, Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
This course will provide the foundation information and skills required for studying 
Additional and Further Additional Science.

Additional Science – GCSE 
Students will sit a further ISA and three Additional Science written papers in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This course is a necessity if a student wishes to 
study a level 3 science course.

Further Additional Science – GCSE
Students will sit a further ISA and three Further Additional Science papers in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This course is particularly recommended if a 
student wishes to progress to 'A' level or a level 3 science course.

Assessment

The students will have an opportunity to sit mock papers throughout the course.
All external exams will take place in year 11.
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Sport
About the Course

The BTEC First Award in Sport is a Level 2 course, which is the equivalent of 1 
GCSE at A*- C grade. For the really committed students additional units of study will 
be available and may result in an additional equivalent GCSE.

Course Content

The BTEC First Award in Sport consists of completing assignment tasks. The 
assignment tasks are taken from compulsory and optional units. To achieve this 
particular quali�cation the units covered must include:

Compulsory Units:
Ÿ Health and Fitness for Sport and Exercise (externally assessed) 
Ÿ Practical Sports Performance
Ÿ 2 Optional Units such as:
Ÿ The Mind and Sports Performance 
Ÿ The Sports Performer in Action 
Ÿ Training for Personal Fitness 
Ÿ Leading Sports Activities

Course Assessment

The BTEC First Award course has both theory and practical elements depending on 
the particular assignment task being worked on. Each unit consists of assignment 
tasks that make up the portfolio and is allocated the required amount of Guided 
Learning Hours of curriculum time in order to complete the assignment tasks. There 
is no end of course examination.
All assignment tasks must be completed and, after �rst marking, may be worked on 
again to improve and then re-submitted for marking again.
Assignment tasks are assessed and graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction. In the event 
of failing to meet the criteria an assignment can be Ungraded.
All assignment grades are put together at the end and will determine an overall 
grade of Ungraded, Pass, Merit or Distinction
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Social Studies
About the Course

Social Studies includes the statutory subjects of Citizenship and RE together with 
the non-statutory subject of PSHEE.

Course Content

Citizenship education equips young people with the knowledge, skills and 
understanding to play an effective role in public life. Citizenship encourages them to 
take an interest in topical and controversial issues and to engage in discussion and 
debate. Students learn about their rights, responsibilities, duties and freedoms and 
about laws, justice and democracy. They learn to take part in decision-making and 
different forms of action. They learn to play an active role in the life of their schools, 
neighbourhoods, communities and wider society as active and global citizens.

Religious Education is a compulsory subject for all students and is concerned with 
the most deeply held understandings and convictions which a person has and 
which are used, both consciously and unconsciously, to shape responses to 
experiences now, in the past and in the future. It therefore makes an important 
contribution to the spiritual, moral, cultural and mental development of students 
whilst preparing them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of 
adult life. Though due emphasis is accorded to Christianity, most of the major world 
religions are studied, as are other religions, where they are appropriate. An 
extensive range of teaching methods is used to develop skills, concepts, knowledge 
and understanding. GCSE RE is available to all students. If, following discussion with 
governors, students are subsequently withdrawn from any lessons they will be set 
work on an individual basis. 

PSHEE is an education for personal and economic well-being which helps young 
people embrace change, feel positive about who they are and enjoy healthy, safe, 
responsible and ful�lled lives. Through active learning opportunities students 
recognise and manage risk, take increasing responsibility for themselves, their 
choices and behaviours and make positive contributions to their families, schools 
and communities. Careers Education and Guidance, Sex and Relationships and 
Drugs Education and Guidance play signi�cant parts in this subject.
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Work Skills
About the Course

Work skills is a level 1 Btec course which aims to teach students the skills they will 
need to enter the workplace and succeed in life. The course will give you the chance 
to take part in a variety of activities whilst learning new skills and improving your 
con�dence.

Course Content

Over three years students will work through a number of units covering topics such 
as interview skills, career planning, managing my money, producing a product, 
running a successful enterprise among others. These units aim to develop students' 
skills and knowledge with a combination of practical and written work. 
Students will also have the opportunity to work closely with the school's animals, 
learning how to feed and take care of them and maintain their living environment.
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XL
About the Course

XL makes learning fun and relevant to young people in the last few years of their 
time in school. XL will give you the chance to take part in interesting activities, whilst 
helping you to develop new skills and con�dence, so you can reach your potential.

The Prince’s Trust is approved as a nationally recognised awarding body, developing 
and offering QCF quali�cations and units. XL students will work towards an Award or 
Certi�cate sized quali�cation in Personal Development and Team Work. 

Course Content

During the programme students will work towards achieving a number of skills and 
competencies related to work. They will be given the chance to explore more about 
themselves, plan and run a community activity, improve facilities within the College 
or community and also work towards what they would like to do once they have left 
school.
Students will have the opportunity to:
Ÿ Improve con�dence and self-esteem 
Ÿ Increase attendance and motivation and improve their chances of completing 

compulsory schooling 
Ÿ Increase the number of quali�cations attempted 
Ÿ Enhance citizenship and community awareness 
Ÿ Improve the quality of their evidence for the National Record of Achievement 

Course Assessment

Students are able to work at their own level with 3 levels to work towards:
Entry 3 at certi�cate
Level 1 at certi�cate
Level 2 at certi�cate
The Prince’s Trust is approved as a nationally recognised awarding body, developing 
and offering QCF quali�cations and units. XL students will work towards an Award or 
Certi�cate sized quali�cation in Personal Development and Team Work. 
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