
 

 

 

18th July 2018 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

As another academic year draws to a close I thought it would be useful to remind you of the 

end of term arrangements and look forward to the next exciting year at Haven High 

Academy. 

 

Our last day of term will be on Tuesday 24 July 2018 at the normal finishing time of 3.25pm.  

This will be a voluntary non-uniform day and a contribution of 50p will be collected for our 

chosen charities. We expect clothing to be appropriate, and as learning will be taking place 

on that day, school bags and equipment will be required. 

 

You will be aware through your children and the Haven High Facebook/ Twitter feed that 

much has been happening at the Academy over the last few weeks to ensure we are all ready 

to hit the ground running in September. A key priority is to provide our students with a 

“world class education” and I am delighted to inform you that we have been particularly 

successful at recruiting some outstanding members of staff who will assist in driving high 

standards of education here at the Academy. 

 

I am delighted to inform you that despite severe financial challenges due to school funding  

we are able to maintain staffing levels that will ensure that high quality student learning and 

and support remain at the heart of everything that we do. 

 

It is with sadness we see our final student cohort leave our 6th form but I was delighted to 

welcome the arrival of almost 250 new students at the Tollfield campus for their transition 

week. In collaboration with the Local Authority we have invested over £1.4 million in new 

and upgraded facilities which will ensure students have an amazing experience at secondary 

school. I would like to publicly thank the team for working so hard during this transition 

period, it has been a significant challenge. 

 

Our recent Year 7 Parent Evening had a 90% attendance level. We changed the system to 

provide allocated appointments to ensure that the evening ran efficiently.  Many thanks for all 

your positive feedback, we will adopt this system for all Parent Evenings in the future. Our 

recent Transition to Year 11 evening had over 250 members in the audience.  I would like to 

thank all those who took time to listen to the new approach to Year 11. 

 

You will all be aware that following student voice we have changed the uniform in 

September and it will look so smart.  Please take great care when purchasing your child’s 

trousers as they can be “slim fit” but NOT “skin tight” or “skinny fit”.  Black, leather, 

polishable shoes will be required and we hope to issue the bespoke academy tie on Tuesday 

24 July, so please don’t miss the last day of term as we will practise how to tie them in 

advance of September. Whilst we have not enforced that Year 11 adopt the new uniform for 

obvious reasons, we expect that all students will dress in accordance with our high 

expectations and wear their uniform with pride. 

 



We have updated our policy on mobile phones for September.  To limit potential disruption 

to learning we will expect all phones to be turned off at the gate and not turned on again until 

students leave the building. We appreciate that you may wish to contact your child but ask 

that if this is vital during the academy day that you to do this through the main switchboard 

0120 311979. If mobile phones are seen or heard, they will be confiscated in accordance with 

our policy. 

 

You have our pledge to work tirelessly to provide a “world class” education for your 

children, our expectations have never been higher and all will receive a warm and 

professional welcome daily. For those students struggling to live by our values or behave in 

an appropriate manner we have introduced after academy correction until 4.30pm daily and 

Headteacher correction on a Saturday morning. Our new reward policy looks very exciting 

and we expect all students will strive to achieve the maximum number of “inspiration points” 

to qualify for the significant number of rewards which are on offer. 

 

In summary we look forward to next year with great optimism, our vision is clear, and we 

will live by our values to develop an even better Haven High community. I would like to 

extend an offer to any parent who would like to become more involved in holding me to 

account by joining the very supportive Governor team who meet on a termly basis to review 

the progress of the academy. If you are keen to get involved, please email me at 

matthew.vanlier@bwaf.net.  

 

Finally I wish you all the very best for the summer ahead, I hope students will take the 

opportunity to recharge their batteries and complete all home learning tasks.  This will ensure 

they are truly ready to return to us on Tuesday 4 September 2018 for an exciting year ahead. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr M L Van Lier 

Headteacher   
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